Draft Minutes Parish Council Ordinary Meeting 13th July 2026

08/26-27
PAUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting, 
 Monday, 13th July at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Andrew Robbins (in the Chair), Paul Eastabrook, Jo Barratt, Patricia Kucharski, Nick Fowke

In attendance: 	Jane Wilder – Clerk
		
		Philip Burford – District Councillor
Gill Moseley – County Councillor

Public: 5

1. To receive and accept apologies for absence:
There were none.

2. Chairman’s Welcome:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced and welcomed the new Clerk, Mrs Jane Wilder.

3. To receive any declarations of interest or written applications for dispensation from Councillors on agenda items:
There were none. 

4. Minutes: 
a. Members considered the minutes of the Parish Councill Annual Meeting held on 18th May 2026. It was RESOLVED: to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. They were duly signed by the Chair.
b. Members considered the minutes of the Extra Meeting held on 8th June 2026. It was RESOLVED: to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting. They were duly signed by the Chair.

5. Open Session
a. Members discussed the hedge as the village residents had asked about it’s upkeep. Members discussed the length of time the new hedge needed to be left until cutting was required. Cllr Eastabrook responded that advice given was to leave the newly planted hedge for around 4 or 5 years before trimming. Cllr Barratt agreed that the village hall management committee should have responsibility for this. All in agreement.

Cllr Kucharski requested that fibre installation had been mentioned by a member of public at the Annual meeting and requested this was an Agenda item for September. It was noted that new telegraph poles had been installed suggesting imminent work scheduled for the village broadband. 

6. Reports
a. Members received a report from Cllr Phillip Burford.
Update on Paunt House Barn Castle Tump - Change of use of agricultural land to equestrian and erection of high stable building, fencing to create paddocks and installation of septic tank and associated works” - ref: P0368/26/FUL planning application. Summary was given of the current status. The decision was now with the Development Management Committee (formerly known as the Planning committee), which should be imminent. A member of the public has raised concerns about the outside light pollution. Noted that the Clerk should receive a letter to confirm date of a site visit and the following week at the Development Management Committee. Cllr Burford encouraged support and attendance from the Parish, which would be essential to give their opinion at the Committee. Noted that only one member would be able to speak. Planning Committee is held on the first Tuesday of every month.



09/26-27
Cllr Kucharski asked Cllr Burford regarding Herridge’s Orchard - Erection of general-purpose agricultural building. (part retrospective)” - ref: P1618/23/FUL., to which he responded that an appeal could take up to 18 months.

Cllr Burford updated members on the latest status of the Glynchbrook development and apologised for his absence recently due to ill health. It was decided at a recent meeting to discontinue with the local plan and to use Gateway method to start the process from scratch. Cllr Burford voted against that motion. Firstly the plan needed to based around evidence that was available and when the plan was drawn up initially there was little evidence. The plan was based around the Green Party wanting a new eco, carbon neutral development. Cllr Burford noted that with no infrastructure at the site it would be very costly to make it eco. Noted that UAG had done a wonderful job of raising over £50,000 and identified other sites available, ie..Lydney. Lydney however have made the “once bitten, twice shy” argument and noted that they are a is a green belt but they have a station. During their last two developments, businesses failed to move in and so they built houses without infrastructure to match. Noted that Network Rail would require a housing level above 10,000 to be interested in rejuvenating the railway line and station. Cllr Burford is expecting both Glynchbrook and Lydney to be in the plan. The issue with the Gateway method is that if the inspector agrees early on with the outline, then it will be much more difficult to stop it.
b. Cllr Burford updated regarding the Biosphere project, which it was noted had been around for a very long time. Chris McFarling (Green Party) who represents the St Briavels & Alvington ward.is pushing for bio status for the district, but has not said what that will bring. There is concern that without clarity perhaps the outcome will not be popular. Free miners and sheep owners are against it due to ancient rights and possible forest erosion. Cllr Burford’s theory is that if it gets through, it will be more difficult to stop Glychbrook. It has been delayed for 6 months and will be most likely be submitted to Unesco at the end of next year. Cllr Burford will put in a request to ascertain the cost implications so far.
c. Report from Gloucestershire County Councillor for Newent Gill Moseley.
· see point 10 below. 
· Cllr Moseley explained that a decision about local government reorganisation would be made this week. Likely to be a decision before Parliament goes into recession for the summer. Cllr Moseley favours unitaries for Gloucestershire, but noted we are also in the shadow of the elections and so nothing is certain. Cllr Barratt asked whether the announcement would make things clearer for Pauntley Parish Council, which would ideally mean money saving and only one Council to report to. Cllr Moseley responded that if the strong hints are correct that the lower and upper tier is simplified then from a Pauntley point of view, we may be in the firing line. Noted that shadow elections are planned for next year.

7. Assets:
a. Cllr Eastabrook noted the bus shelter needed a refurbishment and painting. It was noted that it was last painted 3 years ago.
b. Cllr Eastabrook noted that it was planned to paint phone boxes at Pool Hill. There was enough paint for one phonebox, but more would be required. Also noted that noticeboards need varnishing, agreed to complete when temperatures are cooler. Michal, a parishioner in Pool Hill would be asked to do this. 

8. Finance
a. Members NOTED that Mrs Wilder was yet to have access to Lloyds bank account. It was AGREED that bank reconciliation would be completed by Mrs Wilder for the next meeting.
b. Members NOTED that the Clerk does not require employer pension contributions and that the NEST payments for Mrs Freestone will cease from the 30th June 2026. 
c. Members APPROVED Lloyds Bank Signatories noting the addition of Mrs Wilder and the removal of Mrs Freestone. 
d. It was RESOLVED: to ratify the regular payments made between meetings:
								£   net/£    gross
· Mrs Freestone Clerk Salary April/May incl PAYE		As per contract
· Mrs Freestone Nest pension May Salary				£54.29
· Lloyds Bank monthly service charge – May and June 		£8.50
e. To ratify payments made between meetings: 
· Village Hall VAT refund					£376.20
· Community Insurance						£283.21
10/26-27
· PATA quarterly Payroll charge					£25.60 
It was RESOLVED to ratify the following payments made between meetings:
· Clerks’ expenses – colour printer ink				£32.52
f. Members noted the income received: 
· Bank Interest May/June 2026					£4.27
· VAT refund							£644.64
g. Members noted the following virements: 
To Savings		07.05.26 				£6500
From Savings	03.06.26					£800

9. Planning
a. Members NOTED that there were no planning applications for Determination by Forest of Dean District Council.
b. Members discussed planning responses submitted between meetings under devolved powers: 
c. Paunt House P0368/26/FUL Paunt House Barn change of use to agricultural land and erection high stable building, septic tank and fencing to create paddocks. IT was RESOLVED for Cllrs would attend the Planning Committee when a date was confirmed. Also RESOLVED for 2 Cllrs to attend the site visit. 
d. Members NOTED that there were no planning decisions made by Forest of Dean District Council.

10. Footpaths/Highways: 
a. Members NOTED that there was no report from the Footpaths Officer. 
b. Members NOTED that there was no report regarding the DMMO. Cllr Robbins noted that there is a historic issue with the footpaths around the lakes near Durbridge Mill. The Parish Council put a DMMO application in during 2021, to have certain footpaths recognised and opened up on the land. Cllr Robbins reported that he tried to get in contact with the Footpath Officer, but he had suffered a bereavement.  Gloucestershire Highways had replied that the DMMO was a low priority. It was noted that Paul Chapman had shown an interest in sorting out the official footpath and resolving drainage issues., with the proviso that it became a bridleway, (which he claims it used to be). It was noted that Paul Chapman is the landowner through whose land the contended footpath runs. Cllr Robbins therefore would like to talk to the Footpath officer first. Agreed that there are natural springs on the site. The official paths are not classified as bridleways, but have nevertheless been used as one, and historically may have been. RESOLVED for Cllr Robbins to firstly talk to the Footpath officer, and then to Paul Chapman and report back to the Parish Council.
c. Cllrs considered the email of complaint received from a resident on the condition of the local roads. There are large potholes in several locations. Cllr Moseley urged local residents to report any issue on “Fix my Street” via the LA website or alternatively to contact her via email directly. Noted that local resident, Tony Barratt, had reported 70 potholes in recent months and that cyclists were particularly vulnerable to injury. Cllr Moseley stated that the Government had consistently underfunded highways for decades and that Gloucestershire was one of the better funded counties. Gloucestershire are looking at the possibility of training locals and providing materials to fix smaller potholes, as other Local Authorities have done.
d. There were no other matters arising. 

11. Correspondence
· FoDDC Biosphere pause for 6 month public consultation. 
· FoDDC Local Plan Reg 18 update (previously circulated).  

12. The Clerks’ request for annual leave from 20th-24th July 2026 was APPROVED.
13. There were no new items for the next meeting. 

14. To note the date of the next ordinary meeting as Monday 14th September 2026, 7.15pm in the Village Hall. 
Jane Wilder                                        Date: 14th July, 2026
Jane Wilder                                               Parish Clerk – Pauntley Parish Council. 
